
The Didache – (the teaching) 
A first century of the Lord’s Teaching  

Through the Twelve Apostles to the Nations 
 
Chapter 11. Concerning Teachers, Apostles, and Prophets 
 
Whosoever, therefore, comes and teaches you all these things that have been said before, receive 
him.  
 
But if the teacher himself turn and teach another doctrine to the destruction of this, hear him not; 
but if he teach so as to increase righteousness and the knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the 
Lord.  
 
But concerning the apostles and prophets, according to the decree of the Gospel, thus do. Let 
every apostle that comes to you be received as the Lord.  
 
But he shall not remain except one day; but if there be need, also the next; but if he remain three 
days, he is a false prophet.  
 
And when the apostle goes away, let him take nothing but bread until he lodges; but if he ask 
money, he is a false prophet.  
 
And every prophet that speaks in the Spirit you shall neither try nor judge; for every sin shall be 
forgiven, but this sin shall not be forgiven.  
 
But not every one that speaks in the Spirit is a prophet; but only if he hold the ways of the Lord. 
Therefore from their ways shall the false prophet and the prophet be known.  
 
And every prophet who orders a meal in the Spirit eats not from it, except indeed he be a false 
prophet; and every prophet who teaches the truth, if he do not what he teaches, is a false 
prophet.  
 
And every prophet, proved true, working unto the mystery of the Church in the world, yet not 
teaching others to do what he himself does, shall not be judged among you, for with God he has 
his judgment; for so did also the ancient prophets.  
 
But whoever says in the Spirit, Give me money, or something else, you shall not listen to him; but 
if he says to you to give for others' sake who are in need, let no one judge him. 
 
Summary 

1. If he teaches another doctrine 
2. If he stays three days not a prophet 
3. If he asks for money he is a false 
4. Judge him by his behavior 
5. If orders a meal in Spirit but does not eat it himself 
6. If he does not do what he preaches  



 
Appolonius of Ephesus  
Who taught against the heresies of the Montanists 
 
He outlines signs of a false prophet  

1. Does he enrich himself?  
2. Does he dye his hair? 
3. Does he use stibium on his eyes?  
4. Is he fond of dress (rich clothing)? 
5. Does he gamble? 

 
 
Montanus 
The prophetic movement called for a reliance on the spontaneity of the Holy Spirit and a more 
conservative personal ethic. Parallels have been drawn between Montanism and modern-day 
movements such as Pentecostalism and the charismatic movement. 
 
Montanus had two female colleagues, Prisca (sometimes called Priscilla, the diminutive form of 
her name) and Maximilla, who likewise claimed the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Their 
popularity even exceeded Montanus' own. 
 
"The Three" spoke in ecstatic visions and urged their followers to fast and to pray, so that they 
might share these revelations. Their followers claimed they received the prophetic gift from the 
prophets Quadratus and Ammia of Philadelphia, figures believed to have been part of a line of 
prophetic succession stretching all the way back to Agabus (1st century AD) and to the daughters 
of Philip the Evangelist.[12] In time, the New Prophecy spread from Montanus's native Phrygia 
across the Christian world, to Africa and to Gaul. 
 

 
 

Galatians 1:6-9 
6.  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called 
you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7.  
which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8.  But even 
if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one 
we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9. As we have 
already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 
gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  


